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***REVISED AUGUST 25, 2013*** 
POLI 140: Introduction to American Government and Politics, Fall 2013 
Section 01: Hailstones 7, MWF 11:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Section 02: Hailstones 7, MWF 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 
  
Professor: Mack Mariani      Office: 710 Schott Hall 
E-mail: marianim@xavier.edu                                       Cell:  (513) 508-6849       
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Introduction to the study of American political institutions and the policy making process.  The first half 
of the semester will focus on institutions, founding ideas, political culture, civil rights and civil liberties. 
The second half of the semester will examine cultural and economic issues in American politics, the 
development of parties and interest groups, political partisanship and polarization, and the role of public 
opinion and civic participation in the American political system.   After taking this course, students will 
be able to: 
 describe the history, structure and significance of major institutions in American politics. 
 clearly explain the major theories in American politics discussed in the course. 
 critically evaluate competing explanations (theories) of political phenomenon. 
 apply major theories in American politics to contemporary political events and debates. 
 generate well-developed political arguments backed by evidence from books, journals, and 
secondary sources.  
  
OFFICE HOURS 
 
My office is located at Schott #710.   I am available to meet between 9:00 am to 10:45 am on most 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  Please text or e-mail me in advance to schedule an appointment (if 
you text, please include your name in the text).  If these times do not work in your schedule, I'll work with 
you to find a better time to meet. 
 
CANVAS  
 
Course materials, including online readings, the syllabus, assignments and video lectures, will be 
accessible through the Canvas course management system.    
 
BOOKS 
 
There are four required books for this course:   
 
 Wood, Gordon. 2002.  The American Revolution: A History.  New York: Modern Library.    
 Alan Abramowitz.  2012.  The Polarized Public. Pearson. 
 Morris. P. Fiorina and Samuel J. Abrams.  2012.  Disconnect: The Breakdown of Representation 
in American Politics.  University of Oklahoma Press.  
 Ellis and Nelson.  2013.  Debating Reform. 2nd Edition.  Washington, DC: CQ Press.  
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* IMPORTANT NOTE ON BOOKS: You can feel free to pick up a hard copy of the Gordon Wood book 
at the bookstore if they have it, but DO NOT order a hard copy of the book and wait for it to be delivered. 
  Typically, by the time the book gets here, we are done with it.   If they don't have a hard copy at the 
bookstore, download the kindle version.  You can download the kindle app and read it on your computer 
(the app is free, but you have to pay for the book).   
  
** Students who do not have a strong background in American government should consider purchasing a 
textbook for reference.   I recommend either American Government: Balancing Democracy and 
Rights, by Marc Landy and Sidney Milkis, or Losco and Baker’s AmGov.  Note that you don’t need the 
most recent version, so you can save some money by picking up an older edition.   Also, I usually have a 
few older editions in my office that publishers send me.  Feel free to ask for one.  
   
GRADE  DISTRIBUTION 
  
Your final score in the class will be based on your performance on the following 
assignments/requirements:  
 
20%  Assignments 
10% Quizzes 
20% Polarization Paper 
25% Midterm 
25%    Final Exam            
  
Grades will be based on the following scale:  
 
A >94.0% 
A- 90.0-93.9% 
B+ 87.0-89.9% 
B 84.0-86.9% 
B- 80.0-83.9% 
C+ 77.0-79.9% 
C 74.0-76.9% 
C- 70.0-73.9% 
D 60.0-69.9% 
F <60% 
 
GRADING POLICIES  
 
Late Papers and Assignments – Late papers will receive a one-third letter grade penalty per-class period 
(an A paper becomes an A-, an A- becomes a B+, etc...).  Late or incomplete assignments receive a 25% 
letter grade penalty per class period.  
 
Unfrozen Caveman Lawyer Rule - If you don’t know the answer to an open-ended question, tell me 
what you do know and you will receive partial credit.  For the origins of this rule, check out this video: 
http://videosift.com/video/SNL-Unfrozen-Caveman-Lawyer 
 
Participation – Students are expected to attend class, stay current with course readings, and actively 
participate in class discussions.   If you are frequently unprepared for class or have more than four 
unexcused absences, you may receive a participation penalty up to one full letter grade.  
3 
 
OVERVIEW OF TESTS AND ASSIGNMENTS (DUE DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 
 
Course Assignments and Activities (various dates) 
Short writing, reading and research assignments and discussion board activities will be due throughout the 
semester. Your grade in this area will be the average of all grades that you receive on the assignments and 
activities.  This is worth 20% of your grade.  
 
Module Quizzes (various dates) 
The course is broken into seven different modules.  At the conclusion of each module, there will be an 
open-book quiz based on readings, lectures and assignments covered in that module.  There will be no 
quiz at the conclusion of the two modules that coincide with the midterm and final exam.    Please note 
that quizzes are not group assignments and must be done individually.  The quizzes are open-book, but 
will be timed, so you are advised to prepare for the quizzes in advance.  The quizzes will make up 10% of 
your course grade.  
 
Midterm Exam (Friday, October 18) 
The midterm exam will be a combination of multiple choice, short answer and essay questions.  The 
midterm will account for 25% of your course grade.  
 
Polarization Paper (Monday, November 18) 
Students will write an 8-page paper that evaluates the evidence for and against the arguments put forward 
in Disconnect; The Breakdown of Representation in American Politics and The Polarized Public. 
Students are expected to go beyond the two readings to evaluate their arguments and to incorporate 
sources, statistics and evidence from recent and current events into their final papers.   This paper will 
make up 20% of your course grade.  
  
Final Exam (Section 1: 12/18, 10:00 am – 11:50 am) (Section 2: 12/16, 12:00 pm – 1:50 pm) 
The final exam will be a combination of multiple choice, short answer and essay questions.  The final 
exam will account for 25% of your course grade. 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE (Subject to Change) 
 
The course will be broken into seven modules.  Each module will include a number of assignments and a 
weekly or bi-weekly quiz (or exam).  Additional assignments may be added to the schedule over the 
course of the semester and the schedule is subject to change at the discretion of the professor. Please 
check announcements regularly and adhere to the announced course deadlines. 
 
Module 1: Course Introduction and the Scope of Conflict (Week 1) 
Friday, August 30 Research Assignment: Declaration of Independence 
Sunday, September 1 Syllabus & Module Quiz 
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Module 2: The Founding and the Constitution (Week 2-3) 
 Friday, September 6 Engaging the Reading: Why did the Articles Fail? 
 Wednesday, September 11 Engaging the Reading: America’s Two Political Languages 
 Sunday, September 15 Applying Concepts: The Scope of Conflict and the Founding 
 Sunday, September 15 Module Quiz 
 
Module 3: Institutions (Week 4-6) 
Wednesday, September 18 Engaging the Reading: Delegates and Trustees 
Monday, September 23 Research Assignment: The Changing Presidency 
Wednesday, October 2 Engaging the Reading: Did the Court get it Right? 
Sunday, October 6 Module Quiz 
 
Module 4: Parties and Elections (Week 7-8) 
Wednesday, October 9 Research Assignment: Voting Analysis  
Sunday, October 13 Outside Event Reaction Paper Due 
Wednesday, October 16 Assignment: The Redistricting Game 
Friday, October 18 Midterm Exam 
 
Module 5: Polarization (Week 9-10) 
Sunday, November 3 Paper Outline 
Sunday, November 3 Module Quiz 
 
Module 6: Ideological Origins of the Parties (Week 11-14) 
Friday, November 15 Engaging the Reading: Friedman and Kennedy 
Friday, November 22 Engaging the Reading: Bork and Lind 
Monday, November 25 Polarization Paper Due 
Monday, December 2 Module Quiz 
 
Module 7: Policy Debates (Week 15-16) 
Wednesday, December 4 Engaging the Reading: Proportional Representation 
Monday, December 9 Engaging the Reading: National Service? 
Exam Week Final Exam (Section 1): Wed. December 18, 10:00 am – 11:50 am 
Final Exam (Section 2): Monday, December 16, 12:00 pm – 1:50 pm 
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ACADEMIC SUPPORT 
 
Students with Disabilities - Any student in need of accommodation based on the impact of a documented 
disability should notify the course instructor and contact Cassandra Jones in the Learning Assistance Center at 
513-745-3280 or e-mail jonesc20@xavier.edu to coordinate reasonable accommodations. 
 
Learning Assistance Center - The Learning Assistance Center (LAC) provides support services to facilitate 
learning.  The LAC has two main purposes:  tutoring and disability services.  The tutoring services include 
subject specific tutoring, drop-in sessions, study skills assistance, and Supplemental Instruction (SI). For 
students with documented disabilities, services include accommodations such as extended time on exams, 
reduced distraction testing environment, note-taking assistance, and assistive technology.  Services are 
provided in a positive and encouraging environment, which promotes appreciation for diversity and cura 
personalis.  The LAC is located in the Conaton Learning Commons room 514. The web address 
is: http://www.xavier.edu/lac/ . 
 
Writing Center - The Writing Center offers free one-on-one tutoring on writing assignments for all Xavier 
students.  The Writing Center is located in the Conaton Learning Commons room 400.  
http://www.xavier.edu/writingcenter/ 
 
UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
 
Academic Honesty Policy - The pursuit of truth demands high standards of personal honesty. Academic and 
professional life requires a trust based upon integrity of the written and spoken word. Accordingly, violations 
of certain standards of ethical behavior will not be tolerated at Xavier University. These include theft, cheating, 
plagiarism, unauthorized assistance in assignments and tests, unauthorized copying of computer software, the 
falsification of results and material submitted in reports or admission and registration documents, and the 
falsification of any academic record including letters of recommendation. All work submitted for academic 
evaluation must be the student's own. Certainly, the activities of other scholars will influence all students. 
However, the direct and unattributed use of another's efforts is prohibited, as is the use of any work 
untruthfully submitted as one's own.  
 
Copyright Policy - Copyright laws and fair use policies protect the rights of those who have produced the 
material. To help you familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use policies, the University encourages you 
to visit the library copyright Web page and download the following for reference purposes: 
http://www.xavier.edu/library/copyright/copyright_policy_2009.pdf 
 
Xavier University, Canvas & Blackboard course sites contain copyrights held by the instructor, other 
individuals or institutions. Such material is used for educational purposes in accord with copyright law and/or 
with permission given by the owners of the original material.  You may download one copy of the materials on 
any single computer for non-commercial, personal, or educational purposes only, provided that you (1) do not 
modify it, (2) use it only for the duration of this course, and (3) include both this notice and any copyright 
notice originally included with the material.   Beyond this use, no material from the course web site may be 
copied, reproduced, re-published, uploaded, posted, transmitted, or distributed in any way without the 
permission of the original copyright holder.  The instructor assumes no responsibility for individuals who 
improperly use copyrighted material placed on the web site. 
